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By Charies J. Maloof 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


March entered like a lamb today 
as the state’s weather trend con- 
tinued to improve. But several area 
closings are still in effect as resi- 
dents dig out from Monday's 
snowstorm. 

Partly sunny skies with highs in 
the 30s will prevail today, National 
Weather Service meteorologist John 
Kottke said. The same’ pattern 
should continue through Sunday. 
“Another weather system may bring 
a little more snow by Monday,” he 
said, “but nothing like we received 
this week.” 7 

Several county VAA are still 
impassable and others are open to 
only one lane of traffic. Vigo County 
School Corp., parochial and Un- 
iversity School students won't have 
to attend classes again today. 

School parking lots and driveways 
that were covered with snow were in 


the process of being cleared Wednes- 
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and norma! precipitation. 


Wee administrative assistant 
Charles Clark said. Current plans 
call for schools to reopen Friday, he 
said. 

Other school closings today in- 
clude those in Clay and Sullivan 
counties, Cloverdale, Linton- 
Stockton, North and South 
Vermillion, Greencastle, North 
Knox, L&M, Shakamak, North Cen- 
tral, Worthington, Southwest Parke 
and Turkey Run. 

Among the meetings and functions 
cancelled was the monthly meeting 
tonight of Mothers Against Drunk 
Drivers at the Vigo County Public 
Library. Also, St. Patrick’s soup 
kitchen will not be serving today. 

Classes re-opened today at Indiana 
State University, St. Mary-of-the- 
Woods College and Indiana Voca- 
tional Technical College. 

The 30-day outlook for Indiana 
calls for below-normal temperatures 
Kottke 
said the present snow accumulation 
should remain on the ground from a 
week to 10 days. e 
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Few problems encountered here 
with winter’s latest blast of snow 
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By Charles J. Maloof 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Winter’s short-lived encore paled 
Thursday to last week’s near 
blizzard as few storm related 
problems were experienced in the 
area and the outlook for today is 
most encouraging. 

About 2% inches of snow fell in the 
Wabash Valley from Wednesday and 
Thursday’s storm that led to a 
traveler’s advisory and imposition of 
a snow emergency in the city to 
clear designated routes. 

Northern Indiana had about 5 
inches of snow dumped on it, 
National Weather Service 
meteorologist Jim Mcintyre said, 


but nary a flake fell in Evansville. 


“Terre Haute was right on the 
southern edge of the storm that was 
about 200 miles wide,” he said. ‘‘A 
low-pressure area from the northern 
Plains triggered the disturbance, 
while last week’s occurence came 
from the Gulf Coast.” 

Today’s weather should be mostly 
sunny and cool with the high 
temperature about 32 degrees. 
Winds that caused some drifting of 
snow Thursday should diminish to 
between 10 and 15 miles per hour, 
McIntyre said. ‘‘Southwest winds 
will bring in Gulf air over the 
weekend and temperatures will be in 
the 40s,” he said. “There may be 
some light shower activity — by 


Monday, though, it might be near 50 
degrees.” 

Terre Haute Street Department 
crews began work at 3 2 m. Thurs- 
day and finished about 8 p.m., 
assistant street commissioner Bob 
LovVron said. ‘‘We wanted to keep 
pushing the slush from city streets 
so it wouldn’t freeze up,” he said. 
Today ‘‘we’ll be working on the 
secondary roads, as long as Mother 
Nature cooperates.” 

LovVron said the department has 
about 100 tons of salt remaining. 

Although classes were in session 
Thursday in Vigo County, several 
Gther Valley schools, both in Indiana 
and Illinois, were closed due to 
treacherous road conditions. 


CF ebruary a month 
of wide rene 


Mee 1984 flad as Mie a range 
of weaiher conditions as anyone 
would want. 

During the month, temperatures 
ranged from zero on Feb. 6 to 61 
degrees on Feb. 23. The average 
temperature was 37.3. As the 
temperatures moderated in 
February, so did the amount of 
heating degree days (HDD), which 
stood at 803.0 for the month. Heating 
bills, therefore, were slightly easier 
to endure during February. 

Precipitation for the month of 
February was on the sparse side. 
Although some form of precipitation 
fell on 14 of 29 days, only 2.05 inches 
of precipitation was recorded (0.36 
inches below normal). 

Nearly one-half of this total fell on 


the 27th and 28th, when the Terre 


Haute area was hit by the heaviest 


snowstorm since January 1982. This — 


snowfall accumulated to a depth of 
10 inches while being blown about by 
winds as high as 34 mph. Wind gusts, 
during the daylight hours, remained 
above 25 mph consistently on both 
days. These factors helped cause 
near-blizzard conditions for more 
than two days. Total snowfall ac- 
cumulation for February 1984 
amounted to 10.5 inches. 

The time period of December 
through February is most often 
considered the winter season. How 
did the winter of 1983-84 stack up 
against past winters? This winter 
season, Terre Haute had an average 
temperature of 26.9 degrees (3.4 
degrees below normal). Winter 
1983-84 was then the 6th coldest 
winter on record. The Climatic 
Station at ISU recorded 25 inches of 
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snowfall for the Winter 1983-84 as 
compared with a long-term average 
of 18.2 inches. In short, this winter 
has been cold and snowy. In fact, if 
February hadn't been so warm, it 
could well have been the coldest 
winter on record. 

March is known for its surprises, 
which may mean that all) of the 
winter-like weather is no over. 


By Dr. Ted J. Alsop 
and William Gustin 
FSU Climatic Station 


During most winter seasons, it is 
generally expected that January is 
the coldest winter month. Fortunate- 
ly, January 1984 in Terre Haute has 
proven to be warmer than December 
1983 — which was a record-cold 
month... 

+ Even though January 1984 was a 
warmer month then December 1983, 
it was 3.8 degrees below the long- 
range January temperature of 23.5 
degrees. Indeed, January 1984 was 
the ninth coldest January on record. 
A record low of minus 6 degrees was 
set on Jan. 20, along with a record 
low of minus 10 degrees on Jan. 21. 

In January 1984, there were four 
days on which temperatures fell 
below zero. 

» Usually, when one hears the words 
“below-normal temperatures,” 
thoughts turn to heating bills. If you 
thought you used a little more 


energy to heat your home this year _ 


than you normally would in January, 


J anuary month 


you were probably right. 


In addition, you probably noticed 
a big leap in your heating vill from 
the same time period in January 
1983. In January 1984, it took 10 
percent more energy to heat a 
building than it would to heat the 
same building in a “normal” 
January. However, when measured 
against January -1983, January 1984 
was a 31 percent increase in energy 
consumption. 


January 1984 was not only a cold 
month but a dry one as well. The 
climatic station at Indiana State 
University recorded 0.68 inches of 
precipitation (1.79 inches below 
normal). This represents the sixth 
driest January on record. 
Measureable precipitation was re- 
corded on eight days, almost ex- 
clusively in the form of snow. The 
climatic station recorded eight in- 


ches of snow for the month with the _ 
heaviest amount (three inches) fall- ~ 


ing Jan. 23. 
In terms of ‘‘unusual 
phenomena,” high winds were re- 


corded Jan. 29-30. From 12:20 to 1:20 


of ex 


a.m. 0 , and Yrom 2 
p.m. on Jan. 30, wind gusts rebctied 
or exceeded 25 mph. The strongest 
wind gust recorded was 32 mph at 
8:40 a.m. on Jan. 30. 


All in all, January 1984 was a 
month of extremes. During the time 
period Jan. 19-22. the average daily 
temperatures were very near that of 
the long-range daily low 
temperatures. Precipitation was 
virtually absent. Too many more 
months like January 1984 may cause 
a problem with soil moisture in the 
spring. Only time will tell. Hopeful- 
ly, February will be kinder with its 
temperatures than the previous two 
months have been. 
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; By Donna “chasili, 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter e$ 
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il “storm, of winter ETE ena. t A local snow emergency ren®ins in effect through avenues. 
yif yo drive or ay. roprned d, persons. needing assistance can call > Margaret Avenue. from Indiana 63 to Fruitridge 
ons rca "pil s HAA get to 236-1661, Mayor P. Pete Chalos said Monday. © ~ Avenue. : 


A aiy Hall offices, which’ ‘closed an hour early 
onday, will be Open fron 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. today, 
| Chalos added. | 
LA local snow KAA means no parking is 
i$ allowed on streets making up the city’s designated 
“snow route. 
Streets that should remain free of Kiwa are: 
e Sixth Street, from College Avenue to Poplar 


e Idaho Street, trom Seventh to Eighth streets. . 

e Hulman Street, from Third Street to Paul 
Dresser Drive. 

e College Avenue, from Third Street to Friitridge 
Avenue. 

e Farrington Street, from Third to Sixth streets. 

e Poplar Street, from Third Street to Keane Lane. 

e Ohio Street, from First to 13th streets. 


work. 

There are andi people who will 
get a break today from all that, 
although those people won't include 
parents. Vigo County School Corp. 
will be closed today. So will Indiana 
| State University, Indiana Business 
College, South Vermillion Communi- 


ty School Corp., Clay Community 
Schools, and Southwest Parke Com- 
munity | Schools. Other institutions 


| were waiting until this morning to 


decide. 

For road condition information, 
call the Indiana State Police at (812) 
478-1555 or the Illinois State Police at 
(217) 536-5185. 


In other realms, Terre Haute City ~ 


Court will be closed. All homebound 
deliveries have been cancelled and 
all dining sites in the Area 7 nutrition 
program are closed today. 

For those daring enough to go 
_ outside with mufflers — both 
~ themselves and on the car — Hire! s 
what to expect. 

The National Weather Service is 
keeping its winter storm warning in 
effect. Overnight flakes were sup- 

| posed to have added another 6 
inches, and blowing snow may heap 
-the piles higher today. Highs today 
hu Palir in the high 20s, but winds may 


Street. 
<- © Seventh: Street, 
avenues. 


© 13th 
avenues. 

e 25th Street. 
avenues. 


Street, 


gust from 20 mph to 45 mph. Drifting 
and blowing snow will be the major 
driving hazard. 

In a weather-related accident 
Monday, Roy Barnes, 73, Brazil, was 
listed in satisfactory condition at 
Union Hospital with multiple lacera- 
tions: and a fracture of the right 
hand. He was transferred there from 
Clay County Hospital, where he was 
taken at 4:45 p.m. after catching his 
hand in the fan of a snow blower at 


from Margaret to Maple 
pone Eighth Street, from McKeen to Hulman streets. 
> e Ninth Street, from Ohio to Cherry streets. 
ve 11th Street, from Ohio Street to Wabash Avenue. . 
from Margaret to Haythorne 
from Margaret to Haythorne 


e Fruitridge Avenue, from Margaret to Haythorne 


e Cherry Street, from First to Ninth streets. 

e Locust Street, from Third to 13th streets. 

e Eighth Avenue, from Third to 13th streets. 

e Fort Harrison Road, from U.S. 41 to Fruitridge 


Avenue. 


Street. 


Avenue. 


his home. 

A 5-foot snowdrift on Rio Grande 
Road trapped a Vigo County 
Sheriff’s Department car Monday. 
Also, city police had to give up the 
chase on a speeder going 60 mph in 
the northern part of the city — he got 
away on his snowmobile. 

The worsening weather Monday 
cancelled many classes. The closing 
at ISU was only the third time in 28 
years that classes were called off. 


Lafayette Avenue, 
Haythorne Avenue. 
e Hospital Road, from Davis Avenue to Seventh 


e Maple Avenue, from Third Street to Fruitridge 


from Third Street to 


Most afternoon classes at St. Mary- 
of-the-Woods were postponed. In- 
diana Vocational Technical College 
closed at 1 p.m. Vigo County schools 
let students go home early. 

Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology students received no 
reprieve during their final exam 
week. 

The Indiana State Police received 
2,500 calls Monday for road informa- 
tion and forecasts on weather. 


Li ary 


Condition 


By Charles J. Maloof 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Winter's latest assauli on the 
Wabash Valley continues to pose 
problems on the month's final day 
this leap year, but improving condi- 
tions loom. 

“It will be windy and cold [today], 
and a few flurries in the central area 
shouldn’t be of any significance,” 
Jim McIntyre, National. Weather 
Service meteorologist at Purdue 
University, said. “With the clouds 
breaking up, there also should be 
some sunshine.”’ 

Winds at 15 to 20 miles per hour 
will make the chill factor about 10 
degrees today, although the 
temperature should reach the mid- 
and upper-20s, he said. 

Mcintyre said about 8% inches of 
snow fell in Terre Haute by Tuesday 
afternoon, but blowing drifts caused 
havoc to both motorists and street 
department workers. 

“We had the snow routes opened 
up pretty good and was ready to start 
on the secondary roads when they 
got covered up again by the drift- 
ing,” Street Commissioner Forrest 
Swan said Tuesday night. “We’ll just 
be concentrating on the routes until 
the wind dies down, whether it is 
Wednesday [today] or Thursday.” 

When the wind ceases, workers 
will sand and salt the roadways, 
Swan said. ‘‘We have plenty, because 
the piles were restocked earlier.” 

Although the weather situation 
may improve today, numerous clos- 
ings are in effect throughout the 
area. 

The Vigo County School Corp. has 
closed all schools and its administra- 
tion building and parochial facilities 
have shut down. Indiana State Un- 
iversity has no classes and only 
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Roads biggest area problem 


Weather woes continued to create 
worries for area law-enforcement 
officials Tuesday. Yet most agencies 
reported fewer problems than ex- 
pected, because people were staying 
home. 

In Clay County, the major problem 
came in requests to aid people in 
getting to and from work. Two 
county trucks were trapped in 
snowdrifts in the northern part of the 
county. 

By late afternoon, roads closed 
included Indiana 42 east of Indiana 
59, the Airport Road east of Indiana 
59, and the Rio Grande Road west of 
Indiana 59. In northern Vermillion 
County, a 7-foot snowdrift blocked 
Interstate 74 and caused a semi- 
truck to jackknife. The two obstacles 
blocked traffic for five hours. 

Vermillion County Sheriff’s De- 
partment officers Tuesday aided a 


emergency personnel will be at 
work. 

St. Mary-of-the-Woods College will 

be closed, but Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology, on a finals schedule, 
will be open. No decision had been 
reached late Tuesday concerning 
Indiana Vocational Technical Col- 
lege. 
Also closed today are all schools 
in Clay and Greene counties; North 
Vermillion and South Vermillion 
districts; Rockville Community 
schools; Southwest and Northeast 
Sullivan school corporations; North 
Knox and Eastern School corpora- 
tions, and Cloverdale. 

In Illinois, Clark County, Paris 
District 95 and 4, Robinson, Flat 


diabetic who called needing 
medicine. On Monday they answered 
a call from a family out of food and 
aided in a maternity run from Dana. 

Also closed were U.S. 36, Indiana 
71 and Indiana 234. 

The Sullivan County Sheriff’s 'De- 
partment reported several vehicles 
off the road, in ditches or the 
median. 

In Parke County, all secondary 
roads were closed Tuesday. The 
sheriff's department said Indiana 41 
and U.S. 36 were hazardous and were 
down to one lane in many places 
where they had not drifted closed. 

In Illinois all highways in Edgar 
County were reported closed except 
for Illinois 1. 

In Clark County, old U.S. 40 
between Casey and Martinsville was 
closed. 


Rock, Oblong, Palestine and Hutson- 
ville schools are not operating. 

West Central Indiana Economic 
Development District’s nutrition 
program for the elderly also was 
cancelled today. A meeting of the 
Citizens Advisory Committee and 
Handicapped Advisory Committee, 
set for 10 a.m. will be rescheduled 
later. National Order of Trench 
Rats, Dugout 490, cancelled its 
meeting. 

Both Vigo County license branches 
will observe regular hours today, 
operations manager Jim Carter said, 
for persons needing their 1984 license 
plates before month’s end. 

“We usually close at noon on 
Wednesday at the Meadows branch 
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and open half a day at the other one 
{in Southland Shopping Center] 
Thursday, but we’ll be open all day 
both days at each place,” he said. 

Tuesday proved a nightmare for 

many motorists, who couldn’t cope 
with snow drifts that kept Peffley 
and Hinshaw Wrecker Service's 
seven wreckers and a car carrier 
busy. 
“We've been Coverall up because 
tractors and trailers have been going 
off the road on 1-70,”’ Linda: Langer 
said. “Quite a few passenger cars 
are getting stuck on secondary roads 
and sometimes more than once.” 

Winter pastimes can also be 
dangerous as James Simons, 27, 
Route 23, experienced Tuesday. 
While being pulled around by a car 
on an inner tube, he hit his head as 
he slid into another car. He was 
listed in satisfactory condition in 
Terre Haute Regional Hospital on 
Tuesday night with a possible head 
injury and fractured collarbone. 

Great Scot and Kroger grocery 
stores closed early Tuesday because 
of a lack of business and concern for 
the safety of store employees. “It 
was mighty slow today [Tuesday] 
after a tremendous record sale by all 
our stores on Monday,” Bob Doty, 
co-manager of Kroger’s Meadows 
Store, said. Both supermarkets are 
observing regular store hours today, 
opening at 7 a.m. 

Both stores, and Baesler’s and 
Page’s groceries have plenty of 
foodstuffs in stock, managers said, 
with only a slight delay in delivery 
experienced because of the snowfall. 

A warming trend is expected in 
the state toward the weekend, 
Mcintyre said, and no precipitation 
should occur for several days. 
“March should come in like a lamb 
— a chilly one — and it will be fairly 
nice.” 
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Last Sunday’s column told of the 
' devastating tornado which occurred 
in Terre Haute on Easter Sunday, 
` March 23, 1913. The record breaking 
flood which followed the tornado has 
never. been equalled to this date.” 
Just 71 years ago the Wabash 
River from Attica, Ind., to Mt. 
Carmel, Ill., reached the highest 
stage ever known. In some sections 
it reached a width of seven miles and 
inundated land never before touched 
by. high water. Crops were ruined. 
Homes were taken from their foun- 
dations. Coal mines were flooded 
and made useless. Railroad tracks 
were washed away, and bridges a 
levees were lost. 
“Large manufacturing establish- 
ments along the river fronts of the 
towns hit by the flood waters were 
forced to suspend operations until 
damages amounting to thousands of 
dollars were repaired. Entire towns 
were cut off from communication 
and several thousand families were 
made homeless, thrown on the 
generosity of their more fortunate 
neighbors who provided them with 
food and shelter, as well as clothing. 
The most seriously damaged dis- 
trict extended from Montezuma, 
Ind., to Graysville, Ind., and 
Palestine, Ill. Caught in the wild 
rush of the river were Clinton, 
Lyford, North Terre Haute, 
Tecumseh, Terre Haute, West Terre 
Haute, Prairieton, Sugar. Creek, 
Prairie Creek and Fairbanks 
townships in Indiana. 
On the west bank of the Wabash 


flood 
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Historically speaking 


Clark is Vigo 
County’s official 
historian and 
formerly worked 
for The Terre 
Haute Tribune. 


By Dorothy Clark 
Special to The Tribune-Star 


The busy mining towns of Bunsen 
(Universal) and Durkee’s Ferry 
were hit by the floods, and the six 
coal mines of the Miami Coal 
Company and the Jackson Hill Coal 
& Coke Company were put out of 
commission. In that same, area 
many shacks of fishermen and 
clubhouses were washed away. 
Much of the grade of the C.,T.H.& 
S.E. Company was destroyed. 

The breaking of the Tow Path 
Levee north of Maple Avenue in 
Terre Haute flooded 72 houses south 
of Maple Avenue from Sixth to Third 
streets, including Maywood Terrace, 
immediately southeast of Collett 
Park. Here the raging waters were 
so strong that many of the small 


-homes were broken loose from their 


foundations and could be seen float- 
ing, about in the flooded districts. 

` On the west side of the river, north 
of Trre Haute, the tracks and 
bridges of the Big Four and Vandalia 
railroads were badly damaged. 


the raging waters played havoc in 
Darwin Township, West Union, 
York, West York, Hutsonville, and 
Palestine, Ill. Thousands of acres of 
farm land were completely covered, 
and people were forced to seek 
refuge. 

At Montezuma and Hillsdale, the 
tile plants and brick industries were 
destroyed, while at Clinton and 
Lyford, large bridges and trestles 
were washed away. The gravel road 
leading from Lyford to Clinton was 
covered 10 feet high with corn stalks 
its. entire length, while the C.& E.I. 
Railroad and the traction line as well 
as part of the railroad bridge in that 
section were completely destroyed. 


Large sections of the grades were 
washed away, and travel was 
suspended for more than a week. The 
switches leading to the many coal 
mines in Fayette and Sugar Creek 
townships were destroyed, while the 
numerous tile and brick-plants in the 
same section, along with the coal 
Mines, were flooded and forced to 
suspend operations. 

West Terre Haute received the 


300 families were forced to flee from 
their homes, while business houses, 
churches, and school buildings were 
badly damaged. The tracks of the 
T.H.,L& E.T. Co., from Ferguson 
Hill to the dump at Taylorville (now 


called Dresser) were ruined and the 
roadbeds washed away. The plants 
of the Terre Haute Abattoir Com- 
pany and the Valentine Packing 
Company were flooded, but only 


{1 nominal damage resulted. Fort 
y i ‘Heyden, the notorious roadhouse on 


the west end of the wagon bridge, 
disappeared. It was destroyed by 
fire at an early hour on the third 
morning of the flood. 

Dresser suffered much damage. 
Every dwelling in the little hamlet 
was deserted several days before the 
flood reached its highest mark. 
Many homes were washed 
downstream and many families lost 
their entire belongings. Houseboats 
were sunk, business houses turned 
around or left standing on lots owned 
by others. 

The $300,000 Wabash river bridge 
withstood the strain of the flood, and 
according to officials, was not 
damaged in the least. On the east 
side of the river, north of the water 
pumping station, many houses were 
flooded, while the water plant proper 
was able to continue operation under 
handicap. 

The Terre Haute Stone Company 
and the P.S. Mace sawmill were 
“badly damaged, while the boathouse 
of Frank Shewmaker and Charles 
Baldwin suffered greatly. The elec- 
tric power station was caught in the 
flood and after fighting the rising 
water until the entire machinery 
department was under five feet of 
water, they shut down. For 12 hours 
the city was without power. 

The Vigo Ice & Cold Storage 
Company and the P. C. Kintz 
Lumber Company escaped being 
flooded, but large sections of their 
river front were washed away. 
Sections of earth 30 to 40 feet wide 
caved in south of the wagon bridge. 
The pleasure boat ‘‘Spalter’’ 
anchored there was sunk. The large 
tramway of the Wabash Washed 
Sand & Gravel Company was 
destroyed, and the engine and power 
house ruined, an estimated damage 
of $20,000. The plant of the Gas 
Company at the foot of Swan Street, 
and the Terre Haute Handle Com- 
pany, at the foot of Oak Street, were 
badly damaged and out of running 
order for some time. 

Along this part of the river front 
many small boats were wrecked, 
while boathouses and fishing camps 
and nine summer houses were 
ruined. 

The height of the flood was 


worst share of the flood. More than reached at 1 p.m. Thursday, March 


7, 1913, when the water works gauge 
showed a stage of 31 feet, 3 inches. 
\fter being stationary for four 
ours, the water began to recede and 
Yy 7 p.m. it had fallen a half inch. 
‘he drop became gradual after that 


time, and by 7 p.m. Friday, March 
28, was only 30 feet, 1% inches. 
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Tornado in 


The night of March 23, 1913, was 
one of terror for the people of Terre 
Haute. A devastating tornado swept 
through the entire south end of the 
city, taking a heavy toll of lives, 
wrecking homes and businesses. 

Easter Sunday dawned dark and 
threatening. Later the heavy air 
seemed to lift and the day seemed 
brighter. In the afternoon a wave of 
hot, muggy air caused the 
temperature to rise 30 degrees in 
three hours. The hot weather sent 
crowds of people out on the streets 
in search of a cool breeze, while 
hundreds of others attended special 
services held at all the churches. 

Hardly had these people returned 
home when the tornado, awful in its 
intensity, dropped from the skies, 
cutting a swath through the city, 
beginning in the Krumbhaar addition 
in the extreme southwest part of the 
city, running northeast to Third and 
Voorhees streets, and then due east 
to 17th Street, then again in a north- 
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By Dorothy Clark 
Special to The Tribune-Star 


easterly direction past the city 
limits and out into the rural areas. 

Killed outright by the tornado 
were 13 people, and four others died 
in hospitals from injuries. About 250 
people were hurt, some of them 
seriously. More than 800 homes were 
damaged, 500 of them wrecked or so 
badly damaged they had to be torn 
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down. Only two homes in Garden- 
town survived the tornado. 

People who watched the approach 
of the tornado from the southwest 
saw the funnel-shaped cloud form 
and hang near the ground. It traveled 
slowly at first, increasing its speed 
as it gained force. It was thought 
that the tornado formed near the 
river north of Prairieton on the bluff 
as it left an unmistakable trail. 
Trees, farm houses, outbuildings and 
barns, everything in its path, was 
taken up in the vortex of the funnel- 


‘shaped cloud and torn to pieces. The 


houses were leveled, crushed as if 
egg shells. 

By the time the tornado struck the 
Krumbhaar until it passed through 
Bagdad and out into the country, its 
speed was so sudden and intense that 
people living within four blocks of 
the devastation did not realize what 
had happened during the three to five 
minutes. -It was the next morning 
before many people realized they 


Spawned 


had been spared by the storm and 
their neighbors were not so lucky. 

A large grove of forest trees on the 
Ijams farm on the Prairieton Road 
was leveled by the tornado. Their 
barn was demolished and 14 horses 
were killed. Passing into the city at 
a point southwest of Greenwood 
School, the tornado seemed to sweep 
everything before it. The school 
escaped, but the Root Glass Factory 
was badly damaged to the east of the 
storm’s path two blocks wide. The 
houses on Voorhees between First 
and Fourth streets were crushed and 
the furnishings strewn across the 
city and out into the country. 

When the tornado struck, the 
electric lines were cut and live wires 
were on the ground, making relief 
work very dangerous. Many of the 
wrecked houses caught fire from 
crossed wires, and for a time it 
looked as if the fire would spread. 
The heavy rain, however, quickly 
checked the fires. 


Traveling close to the ground until 
it passed the hill east of 16th Street, 
the tornado jumped over two streets, 
falling again with fearsome force 
upon the little homes on 19th Street. 
The depot on the C., T.H. & S.E. 
Railroad was completely razed, and 
a few feet east, the large concrete 
block factory building of the Johnson 
Brothers Engine Company was torn 
to pieces. 

It seemed a miracle that the loss 
of life in the tornado district was not 
heavier. Entire families escaped 
injury when their homes were 
literally torn down over their heads. 
The path of the tornado was 
estimated to be 32 blocks long and 
four blocks wide in the city. 

Within 24 hours after the storm 
passed, relief work was organized to 
care for the thousands who were 
homeless. Property loss was 
estimated at between $750,000 and $1 
million. Insurance officials 
estimated the amount of tornado 
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insurance carried by property, 
owners was about $125,000. 


The problem of the homeles 
became even greater when th 
driving rain later turned into «: 
chilling blizzard of wind and snow. 
Help came from all directions. The 
Boys’ Bank of Kansas, Ill., gave 2 
concert and raised $48 for the relie!: 
fund. An Oregon man offered a car 
load of potatoes. He had gone. 
through the Galveston flood, and was 
eager to help. The potatoes were. 
shipped free of charge by the’ 
railroad. The Governor ordered a 
car load of supplies sent to West: 
Terre Haute. Clothing and shoes” 
were available for all those in need.” 


Those who were children 71 years: 
ago can still remember the tornado, 
and flood that followed and have, 
many stories to tell about their- 
experiences. The photographs taken 
of the damage are of great interest, 
to many local residents. an 


March turned, out, t 


By ISU Climatic Station 


->The average temperattre for 
March 1984 was 36.2 degrees, a 
substantial 5.3 below normal. Even 
when compared to February 1984, 
last month was actually colder — by 
a little more than a degree. 


Instead of warming up in March as. 


one would expect. the temperature 
in Terre Haute was slightly colder 
than the temperature in February. 
eating bills probably reflected a 
‘cold March as well. Heating degree 
days were 22 percent above normal. 
That means it probably cost 22 
‘percent more to heat a unit this 
March over what it would normally 
cost. These cold temperatures made 
March 1984 the eighth coldest March 
on record. 
pi One condition which may have 
-contributed tothe cool daytime 


temperatures were Lp agrercast 
skies that dominated the??m 
Overcast skies were ae See 
more than 70 percent of the monty, 


WAA Jei te 22, March 28 abd 
March 29. The strongest wind gust 
was recorded at 38 mph on March 8 
at 10:03 a.m. The lowest barometric 


— 22 days. In fact, in the time period” pressure reading yet this year 


from March 10-22, overcast skies 
were present on 12 of the 13 days. 

Since Terre Haute had so many 
overcast days, it's not surprising 
that precipitation fell frequently. 
Precipitation fell on 14 days, 
amounting to 2.85 inches, or 0.59 inch 
below normal. Snowfall accounted 
for precipitation on three of those 
days, accumulating to seven inches 
for the entire month. The last 
snowfall of the month occurred 
March 21. Almost 30 percent of the 
month's precipitation fell on one 
day. March 19. 

Prolonged periods of wind gusts 
reaching or exceeding 25 mph were 
recorded at the Climatic Center at 
Indiana State University on March 8, 


agreed on March 28, when the 
bdrometric pressure fell to 29.12 
inches of mercury. This low- 
pressure system was associated with 
the same storm that battered the 
Carolinas with more than 20 
tornadoes and caused damage in 
excess of $100,000.000. Several 
weather stations on the East Coast 
reported record-low barometric 
pressure readings during that storm. 

March 1984 provided Hoosiers 
with a wide assortment of weather 
conditions: from cold to hot, wet to 
dry, overcast to clear. If anything, 
the weather encountered last month 
just proves the saying: “If you don’t 
like the weather in Indiana, just wait 
a little while, it'll change.” 
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By Sue Loughlin 
pinbune, -Star Staff Reporter 


> Tornadoes raced through eastern Illinois 
and western Indiana early Thursday evening, 
destroying several homes in two Illinois 
towns and putting fear into the hearts of area 


residents. 
Most of the damage in Illinois occurred in 
two towns — Toledo and Montrose — in 


imberland County. Tornadoes destroyed 
several homes, caused slight injuries and 
downed power lines in the two towns. 
ya Three to nine funnel clouds were reported 
Bette between 5:50 p.m. and 6:40 p.m. 
according to Illinois State Police. 
‘igo County Civil Defense issued a tornado 
arning at 7:48 p.m. — which remained in 
effect until 8:30 p.m. — for northern Vigo, 
, fermillion _and q Parke counties. Tornadoes 


reported in Illinois were heading for Indiana 
in a northeasterly direction at 25 miles per 
hour. 

There was an unconfirmed sighting of a 
funnel cloud 15 miles west of Terre Haute at 
7:32 p.m. Students at St. Mary-of-the Woods 
were taken to the first floor of dormitories 
for safety when reports indicated a funnel 
cloud was sighted north of the area. 

Indiana State Police reported high winds 
and large hail in the Green Valley area of 
western Vigo County around 8 p.m. 

Spelling Bee participants at Woodrown 
Wilson Junior High School were moved out of 
the auditorium and into the cafeteria for 
safety when the warning was issued. 

In Toledo. eight residences were damaged 
— four of them demolished — when a funnel 
cloud touched down in a subdivision at the 
southern edge of town, said Sgt. Allen Morten 
of the Illinois State Police. Also, several 
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barns and sheds were destroyed. 

He was not aware of any injuries. 

Power and telephone lines were downed by 
the twister and accompanying flying debris, 
Morton said. The tornado went straight east 
for about two miles, touching down only part 
of the time. 

In Montrose, about seven miles southwest 
of Toledo, another funnel cloud destroyed two 
homes and caused slight injuries, though no 
persons were hospitalized, Morton said. The 
homes were located close to Interstate 70. 

A barn and two grain-storage structures 
were destroyed LA farm northeast of 
Newton in Jasper Mbunty. 

Morton said abotft five funnel clouds were 
spotted. in Effingham, Cumberland and 
Jasper counties, though only two caused 
damages. The other three woe d nea 
fields. _ L 

A spokesperson at the Clark Soin 


Sheriff's department said funnel faa 
sighted west of Casey and > Sout “of 
Martinsville, though none touched down. _ 

In Jasper County, power lines were 
knocked down five miles northwest. of 
Newton, and there were numerous sightings 
of funnel clouds in the northern portions of 
the county, a sheriff's spokesperson said. 

The situation in Terre Haute looked grim 
for a while, said Bill Cure, a ham radio 
operator with Illiana Skywarn Net. But the 
tornado split on either side, going half to the 
south ant half north. 

He said there were five confirmed 
touchdowns in Illinois. 

Terre Haute was out from under the <td 
warning by 10 p.m., he said. 


, a 5 
Contributing efforts to the tornado 

story came from Tribune-Star reporters 

Patty Bryant and Kathy Gurchiek. 
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Fi | Residents ride out anxious moments, find little damage 


No injuries reported 
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A tornado tore through Kansas, Ill., early Friday 
night, ripping the roof from Kansas High School and 
leaving the community of 800 without electricity. 

The funnel cloud dropped from the sky at 7:40 p.m. 
and did extensive damage to several structures in 
Kansas, including 15 houses and an apartment house that 
also lost pati of its roof. The extent of damage could not 
be calculated immediately. 

In addition, about 40 trees were uprooted and three 
large grain bins were blown down. 

Illinois State Police had no reports of injuries in 
Kansas or nearby Toledo, where a touchdown of a 
tornado could not be confirmed. 

In Terre Haute, there were no reports of funnel clouds 
but heavy thunderstorms moved through the area 
beginning at 8 p.m., causing some minor damage and 
power outages. 

Power lines were reported down in several areas of 
the city and Public Service Indiana was working to 
restore power to all areas as soon as possible. 

The Terre Haute Street Department emergency crew 
was called out to help clear debris from roadways. Trees 
were reported down — especially along several parts of 
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belt city., 


Locust Street — and many limbs and branches were 
blocking some areas late Friday. 

Nearby counties also suffered some damages, mostly 
downed power lines and trees: 

e Sullivan County — Some trees were down, one hitting 
a truck on Indiana 48 about 8:45 p.m. The driver was not 
hurt. Another tree was down on Indiana 58, 242 miles 
north of U.S. 41, and at another location a power line 
was sparking. 

e Clay County — One tree was down, involving 
electrical lines, four miles east of Indiana 59 near Center 
Point. The tree blocked both lanes of traffic.. Public 
Service Indiana was at the scene. Another tree on 
Indiana 42, one mile east of Indiana 59, blocked one lane 
of traffic, and some trees were done along North 
Meridian Street in Brazil. Inmates of the Clay County 
Jail were volunteering to help clean the rubble. 

e Parke County — A few small trees were down but 
had been removed by 10:30 p.m., and the firehouse 
telephone lines were out. The Parke County Sheriff's 

es ep KS had to use an “ia sad line to answer 

Is for the fire department. 
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Was April a wet month this year? — 


Can one hear farmers and gardeners 
grumbling about spring planting 
weather? If one can answer yes to 
each of these three questions, 
chances are that you were in Terre 
Haute during April 1984. — 

Exactly how cool was it? The 


average temperature for the month 


of April was 51.2 degrees 
Fahrenheit. (2.8 below normal). 
There were no record high or record 
low temperatures set last April. The 
highest temperature recorded was 81 
degrees on April 26, while the lowest 
temperature was 34 on April 7. What 
was the cause of this cooler than 
normal weather? One possible con- 
tributor may be the cloudiness that 
_accompanied April’s precipitation. 
“Clouds can block out sunshine, 
keeping the daytime weather cooler 
than it might be otherwise. Overcast 
conditions were observed on 15 of the 
.30 days in the month, while clear 
conditions were noted on only six 
days. 
_ Whatever the sum of reasons, 
_ cooler temperatures probably kept 
heating bills relatively high. Heating 
Degree Days in April 1984 were 45 
percent above normal for April. On 
the other hand, Terre Haute ex- 
perienced warmer than normal 
temperatures during the last week of 
the month. So much so, in fact, that 
on the 26th, the weather became 
warm enough for Cooling Degree 
Days to be recorded. These are the 
units used to measure energy con- 
sumption needed to cool a home or 
> building. Last year the first CDDs 
were recorded on June 8th. 
April 1984 will not only be re- 
; membered for its generally cool 
temperatures, but also for its abun- 
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dance of moisture. At the ISU 
Climatic -Station, 6.24 inches (2.30 
inches above normal) of precipita- 
tion were recorded. Precipitation 
fell-on 18 of the 30 days. In fact, in 
the last 17 days of April, rain fell on 
13 of them. Despite the fact that 
precipitation fell on so many days, 
over a quarter of the month’s 
precipitation fell on the lst, 
amounting to 1.76 inches. The total 
amount of precipitation for April 
exceeded the combined amounts for 
months, of 1984 and 
was the largest amount for April 
since, 1972 when 7.33 inches of rain 
were recorded. 

In terms of unusual weather) 
phenomena, 1984 was noteworthy for 
its high winds. Wind gusts exceeded 
priods on the 
5th, 6th, 17th, 21st, 22nd, 29th and the 
30th, < The strongest wind gust 


1 (52mph) occurred oe 27th at 9:35 
p.m. Also, hail of 2-inch diameter 
fell on the ‘27th, Ritba ize hail fell 
‘on the 30th in the Te e Haute area, 


and marble-size hail was ee a 


„the ISU Climatic Station on the 12t 
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Storm aftermath 


Community Affairs File 


The storm which roared through the area Friday 
night respected neither living nor dead as it 
uprooted this old tree and three others along the 
main drive into Highland Lawn Cemetery. Cemetery 
workers cleared away smaller branches and debris 


j Tribune-Star/Bob Poynter 
Werthert) 

Friday and Saturday. They are scheduled to attack 
the large trees today while being careful of cutting 
near the tombstones. Early reports indicate 


tombstones were not damaged, although that will 
not be final until the trunks are removed. 
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was cool, wet and windy 


By Dr. Ted J. Alsop and Bill 
Gustin 

Climatic Station 

Indiana State University 


In terms of weather, May 1984 was 
in many ways an unusual month 
across the United States. The 
watchword across the country 
seemed to be ‘‘water’’ and there was 
plenty of it to go around. Flooding 
continued in the West from the 
melting of near-record snowpack in 
the Rockies; the area around Tulsa, 
Okla., endured the worst flooding in 
memory; and several areas in the 
Northeast had their worst flooding in 
50 years. 

In the Terre Haute area, precipita- 
tion amounts were not out of the 
ordinary. At the ISU Climatic Sta- 
tion, 3.69 inches of precipitation (0.43 
inches below normal) were re- 
corded. Despite this moderate 
amount of rainfall, rivers throughout 
the area remained at or above flood 
Stage for a major portion of the 
month. Due to the already saturated 
ground, much of the rain received 
during the month generally went into 
the streams and rivers since the 
ground was unable to absorb it. 
Further, although the „total rainfall 
for the month was not great, 
precipitation fell on 15 of May’ s 31 
days so that streams and rivers did 
not have an opportunity to recede 
before more precipitation had been 
received. 

This high water problem might not 
have been so persistent if evapora- 
tion rates would have been higher. 
That is, higher temperatures would 
have increased the amount of water 
that could have been evaporated. 
However, for the third month in a 
the average monthly 
temperature was below normal. The 
average daily temperature for May 
1984 was 61.0 degrees (2.3 below 
normal). 

Except for five days in which the 
high temperature was above 80 
degrees, May 1984 was considered an 
exceptionally cool month. In fact, on 
the 16th of May, the record low 
temperature for this date was re- 
corded when the temperature fell to 


_ 38. This temperature had been 


reached previously in 1959 and 1967. 
Widely scattered light frost was 
reported on the morning of the 16th. 

Springtime is usually associated 
with windy weather. May 1984 was 
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no exception. On the days of May 8th, 
9th, 28th and 29th wind gust reached 
or exceeded 25 mph for prolonged 
periods of time. The strongest wind 
gust was 42 mph, : 
In spite of being a cool and windy 
month, May 1984 will most likely be 


remembered by the occurrence of an_ 
ae 


annular solar eclipse. At its climax 
(11:29 a.m.) almost 82 percent of the 
sun's disk was covered by the moon 
as it passed between the sun and the 
earth. In many places of our area, 
street lights flickered on and off and 


some locations 1 
temperature drops of 8 degrees. 
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Storm knocks out ower 
to area utility Customers 


Restoration of electrical service 
to several hundred customers of 
Pubiic Service Indiana was com- 
pleted by noon Wednesday following 
the aftermath of a storm that moved 
through Vigo and Sullivan counties 
early Wednesday morning. 

Gordon Ayer, area community 
services supervisor for PSI, said the 
power outages were scattered 
throughout Vigo County. 

In the East Glenn area, 50 
customers were without electrical 
service for several hours after a tree 
downed a power line, Ayer said. 

Several repair crews worked 
throughout the night restoring elec- 
trical service. 

High winds, thunderstorms, loud 
claps of thunder and lighting passed 
through the Terre Haute area at 3:30 
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Peggy Anderson, service manager 
for General Telephone Co., said the 
phone company did not experience 
any significant problems. She added 
that generally some minor problems 
always occur with electrical storms 
because of power surges in the lines. 

New computers, Anderson said, 
are able to detect and correct 
problem areas. 

Terre Haute police reported a 
number of businesses equipped with 
alarm systems were triggered as a 
result of the lighting and electrical 
power surges. 

In Sullivan County, a spokesman 
for the sheriff's department said 
only minor problems were reported 
after the storm front passed. 
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By Ted Alsop 
and Bill Justin 
ISU Climatic Station 


The weather in June 1984 should 
put to rest most of the complaints 
from people who didn’t like this 
year’s cool and wet spring. Instead, 
new complaints may be expressed by 
those who dislike hot, dry conditions. 

June 1984 can best be described as 
a very hot and dry month. It was the 
third hottest and third driest June on 
record. The average temperature for 
the month in Terre Haute was 78.7 16 (60) 
degrees, 6.2 degrees above normal. 
This made last month the hottest 
June in 50 years. 

. Many record high temperatures 10 (50) - 
were set: 93 on the 9th, 97 on the 12th 
and 97 on the 13th. The record high 
. temperature for the 18th was tied 
when the temperature reached 96. 
The temperature reached or exeeded 
90 on 18 of June’s 30 days. Normally, 
90 degree temperatures happen an 
` average of six days in June. This 
record heat has a direct effect upon 


AN 


; utility bills. TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION IN. (CM) 
*. Cooling Degree Days are used to AONGEA DAILY RECORD HIGH 14 (35.6) 
‘measure the energy consumption - 
needed to cool our homes and Sete eee VERAGE 12 (305) 
businesses. The painful fact is that LONG-TERM DAILY RECORD LOW 
we euaid ap Se ne A HIGH FOR THE MONTH 10 (25.4) 
June. This means that it took more 
than double the normal amount of OSAGT OAOA THE MONTH 8 (20.3) 
energy to cool the interior of Wa LOW FORTHE MONTH 
buildings in Terre Haute and 84 ` ~n 6 (15.2) 


percent more than June 1983. if RECORD HIGH 
As far as precipitation is con- x 

cerned it will not take much to Eora AVERA 
convice farmers or gardeners that sca 
June 1984 was a dry month. At the 
ISU Climatic Station only 0.92 inches 
-(3.03 inches below normal) were 
‘recorded. Only twice before has amounts on three other days. The Further, for the first 21 days of the 
there been a drier month of June. largest amount of precipitation fora month only 0.02 inches of precipita- 
» Measurable precipitation was re- 24-hour period occurred on the 27th, tion were recorded at the ISU 
corded on only six days, with trace when 0.42 inches were recorded. Climatic Station. 
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Saturday rain 


dunks t 


By Dale Long 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


For approximately an hour 
Saturday a small portion of U.S. 41 
South could have been mistaken 
for a swimming pool or a water 
hazard on the 18th hole of the local 
golf course. 

A thunderstorm. which spread 
southward through Terre Haute 
dumped several inches of rainfall 
on city streets and alleys from 3 
p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

Storm sewers in most parts of 
the city couldn’t keep up with the 
deluge. 

Several motorists traveling on 
U.S. 41 were forced to make a 
detour when encountering an area 
near the Sheraton Inn at Wilson 
Street. 5 

Elsewhere, there were scattered 
reports of fallen tree limbs, faulty 
street lights, power outages and 
water flooding onto basement 
floors. 

At one point, a Terre Haute 
firefighter driving a pumper truck 
to a fire call picked up his radio and 
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told a fellow driver, “I don’t have 
brakes. I don’t know about you.” 

A number of local residents also 
experienced disruptions in elec- 
trical service. “We’ve had quite a 
few reports,” said a spokesman for 
Public Service Indiana’s emergency 
repair office. 

Terre Haute seemed to be 
hardest hit by Saturday’s storm. 

Farm crops in northern and 
central parts of Sullivan County 
relished the several inches of rain 
covering the area. The county 
escaped the thunderstorm which 
swept through its northern 
neighbor. 

“We just got a lot of rain,” said 
a spokesman for the Sullivan 
County Sheriffs Deparment. 

Rain was also reported in parts 
of Vermillion, Clark and Edgar 
counties. 

Several areas of Clay County 
escaped the storm, according to 
reports. 

“It just dampened the ground a 
little bit here,” said a person in the 
Clay County Sheriffs Department 
in Brazil. “We saw all that lightn- 
ing and black clouds over there 
[Terre Haute], but nothing here.” 
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July not warmest mont 


The month of July is usually 
thought of as being the warmest of 
the year; however, this July was an 
exception to that generalization. 


The average Terre Haute 
temperature this July was 76 
degrees (0.3 above normal), which 
wascooler than June, which ex- 
perienced its third warmest 
temperature on record. 

Tne average July high 
temperature was slightly above 
normal, while the average July low 
temperature was slightly below 
normal. This temperature pattern 
seems to indicate that generally 
fair conditions with little cloudi- 
ness existed. The clear skies allow 
the sunlight to heat up the earth’s 
surface and adjacent atmosphere, 
while there would be too few clouds 
to hold the heat collected during 


| the day and stored at the earth’s 


surface. 

This does not seem to have been 
the case, since clear conditions 
were observed on 17 of July’s 31 
days while overcast skies were 
reported on only seven days. Also, 
one record was broken during the 
month of July wheh the 
temperature fell to 53 degrees, July 


> 19. The temperature at the ISU 


Weather Station reached 100 
degrees once, on July 10th, but this 
was not a record. 

Our trend of summer dryness 
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during 1984 continued in July. A 
total of 1.74 inched of precipitation 
was recorded at the ISU Weather 
Station, which is 2.77 inches below 
normal. This amount ranks as the 
23rd driest July on record and was 
the driest July in Terre Haute in 10 
years. June was also dry, thus, 
Curing this 1984 June-July period, 
Terre Haute has received only 2.66 
inches of precipitation, which 
makes it the driest June-July 
period in 40 years and the third 
driest on record. 

Measurable July precipitation 
fell on eight days with trace 
amounts falling on two others. The 
heaviest amount came on the 11th, 
when 0.62 inches of precipitation 
were recorded, which was more 
than a third'of the whole monthly 
total. 

On July 28 an event occured that 
really “snook up” some people at 
approximately 6:30 p.m., a mild 
earthquake with an_ epicenter 
somewhere in the Clay City area 
was reported. It measured 3.8 on 
the Richter Scale, which was suffi- 
ciently strong to cause some minor 
structural damage in a few 
localities. 

The weather condition that is of | 
most concern to people seems to be 
the lack of rainfall. So far this year 
we are suffering from an overall 
precipitation deficit of 2.16 inches. 
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remembered as another in a 
series of unusual months of 
weather in 1984. 

Normally one would expect 
October to be a transition from 
the warm summer months to 
coming colder months of 
winter. But instead of moving 
from higher temperatures at 
the beginning of the month to 
cooler ones at the end, the 
reverse seemed to be the rule. 

At the ISU Climatic Station, 
the coolest temperature of the 
month (36 degrees F), was 
recorded on the morning of the 
1st, giving scattered locations 
their first taste of frost for the 
autumn season. But just 
before midnight on the even- 
ing of the 31st, the 
temperature was holding 
steady at 72 degrees F. 

The average temperature in 
Terre Haute at the ISU 
Climatic Station was 64.1 
degrees F (5.7 degrees F above 
normal) for October. This tied 
October 1984 for the seventh 
warmest October on record. A 
record high temperature of 85 
degrees F was set on the 27th, 
which also marked the high 
temperature recorded during 
October 1984. 

An important. effect of 
temperature on our everyday 
lives is its influence on the 
amount of heating or cooling 
required in homes and busi- 
nesses. Ordinarily during Oc- 
tober the season requiring 
air-conditioning has past and 
homes require heating to ward 
off the chill from those first 
cool autumn nights. But not so 
last month. 

The amount of heat energy 
needed to warm homes and 
businesses, as measured by 
Heating Degree Day units, 
was 50.4 percent fewer than 
normally expected for Oc- 
tober. That is, we used only 
about half as much energy last 
month as normal. 

At the ISU Climatic Station 
2.82 inches of precipitation 
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(0.38 inches above normal) 
were recorded, It was 
pred as a rainy month, 
owever, for the number of 
days on which rain fell, 14. 
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The most prominent feature 
of the month, fog, can be 
attributed to the abundance of 
moisture over the area and the 
relatively light winds. 
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Property-damage accidents were 
the order of the day in the Wabash 
Valley as a small accumulation of 
snow proved to be a force to be 
reckoned with by area drivers 
Wednesday evening. 

More than 30 “fender benders” 
were reported in the city, a police 
spokesman said, but no personal 
injuries occurred from the minor 
accidents. “Its been bad 
everywhere, and our men are 
keeping very busy,” he said. 

Street Department crews were 
on the job about 6:30 p.m., acccord- 
ing to 


trucks were concentrating on clear- 
ing the designated snow routes and 
hospital areas in the city. 

“We're going to work al | night 
and eventually get all the pipe) 
intersections in good shape 
[this] morning,” Swan sai sat 
and sand were being deposited on 
the road surfaces, and if the 
snowfall accumulation topped 2 
inches or more, the snow plows 
would be used, he added. 

Indiana State Police said more 
than 20 minor property-damage 
incidents were called in during the 
evening. “There were a bunch [of 
accidents] we couldn’t get too, 
because people didn’t stay around 
after their car was damaged,” an 
ISP spokesman said. “Drivers were 
driving too fast — just because the 
speed limit says 55, they weren't 

adjusting to the conditions.” 

ports of about six fender 


treet Commissioner Forrest | 
Swan--Twenty men utilizing eight. 


; first snowfall 
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benders were received by the Vigo 
County Sheriff's Department, 
mainly because of a slick bridge on 
Indiana 63, a spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, a heating and cool- 
ing unit in Howard Johnson’s 
Motor Lodge broke down under the 
stress of the sudden downturn in 
the temperatures, causing smoke. 
About 26 Honey Creek Volunteer 
firefighters oe to the call 
Wednesday ni 

Joe Kenworthy, investigator for 
the Honey Creek department, said 
there was just smoke and no fire. , 
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The smoke was caused by a short 
in the unit, which was shut dowr. ` y 
No one was evacuated. “le 
Clay County had four proper- |. 
ty-damage accidents “by 
mid-evening Wednesday. A reas 
for salt in the county was turned ` 
down when a Clay Count; 
Highway Department spokes 
said the roads were too slick inte 
trucks to travel. 
Brazil street workers were onti 2 
job. N 
Roads packed with snow caudais 
three property-damage accidents,. - 
persona! “injuries: - m- 
Vermillion County. Clinton was. 
free of any incidents, police said. 
Greene County Sheriffs Depart“ 
ment deputies handled four fender’ 
benders and one minor personal 
injury, Indiana State Police yai 5 
Bloomington said. An accident- 
Linton caused a fire hydrant to 
burst and it took two hours 
repair, police reported. AEA 
Vigo County School Corp. sae 
ministrative assistant Charles” 
Clark said a decision would -be 
made at 6 a.m. today Sige the 
closing of schools. one 
“We'll see what the temperatures 
are and what the conditions 
after we check the roads khan ae 
a.m.,” he said. “We will contact the 
radio and television stations a 
let them know what the dedia 
after we talk” to Superintendent 
Duane Moore. 
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Gusting 


By Joe Baker 2 2 1984 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Winds gusting up to 35 miles 
ushered in the winter season for 
Terre Haute on Friday, resulting in 
at least four minor power outages 
and uprooting trees that restricted 
travel on at least three city streets. 

An accident involving a semi- 
tractor pulling a mobile home three 
miles east of Indiana 46 on In- 
terstate 70 left the mobile home 
demolished. No one was injured. 

Power affecting residences on 
seven blocks, from Farrington to 
Hulman streets on the city’s near 
south side, was restored 20 
minutes after it was out, apparent- 
ly because `f a felled tree limb 


winds 


causing minor prob 


crossing power lines, a Public 
Service Indiana spokesman said. 

The spokesman said three two- 
man crews had been dispatched by 
8 p.m. and another two crews were 
being pressed into service to 
respond to what another PSI 
spokesperson described as “scat- 
tered problems.” 

Those problems, resulting in 
apparent outages for one or two 
residences at each site, included 
2112 S. 24th St., where a limb 
crossed a power line and disrupted 
service; 2901 N. 14% St., where a 
similar problem arose; and 120 S. 
Seventh St., West Terre Haute, 
where a felled television antenna 
disrupted service for about 20 
minutes. ‘ 

A spokesman for Hulman Re- 
gional Airport said winds were 
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gauged at between 29- and 35-mph 
at 8 p.m., 10 mph more than a 20- 
to 28-mph reading at 7 p.m. 

Earlier winds were enough to 
knock over trees and restrict traffic 
flow at 14th and Washington 
streets; Fruitridge Avenue, near 
College Avenue; and in the 1300 
block of S. Ninth Street. 

A city street crew was reported 
responding to the downed trees, 
but was not immediately available 
for comment late Friday. 

The- accident on rainslick In- 
terstate 70 occurred at dusk, forc- 
ing Indiana State Police, to cordon 
off 800 feet of the westbound lane 
for more than two hours as 
wreckers tried to free the semi from 
the median. Deep mud hampered 
rescue efforts. — et 


